
The International Center for Research and Childhood at the Pontifical Catholic 

University of Rio de Janeiro and community residents celebrate the 

development of community demands for improving early childhood conditions 

in Rocinha, Rio de Janeiro.  

A photo essay. 

 

Dateline: October 16, 2023 

 

For four years, CIESPI at PUC-Rio University, and Rocinha residents and 

professionals have been exploring how to improve the context for early childhood 

learning and development in Rocinha. During that time CIESPI researchers 

conducted fifty-six extensive interviews with parents, residents and teachers in the 

community as part of the international project Safe, Inclusive Participative 

Pedagogy (SIPP)i. The research team also interviewed in play and conversation 

sessions thirty children aged 3-7. Details of the research can be found at 

https://en.ciespi.org.br/. 

Rocinha, a community of 150,000 people in the southern zone of the city of Rio de 

Janeiro, is a low-income, densely crowded area stretching up a steep mountain and 

plagued by high levels of drug-trafficker, and police violence. It also has a very active 

commercial life, over forty early childhood education centers and a number of 

nonprofit organizations.  

During 2023 participants held five community wide meetings to debate the 

research findings and start to develop a community wide agenda for early 

childhood. The main topics addressed in these meetings were: child development 

and the quality of life; mental health; anti-racist education and priority actions for 

the local agenda. 

 

 

 

 



The fifth meeting, held on October 16, 2023 was a celebration of the work so far 
and planning for the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



The Sports Complex on the lower boundary of Rocinha where the meetings were 
held with Rocinha in the background 

 

 

  



 

Just across the street, high-income community of São Conrado next to the beach 

 

 

 

 

 

  



CIESPI staff and residents promoting the event in the community

 



Participants line up to register 
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Leonardo Castro, the CIESPI researcher, Rocinha resident, and community 
organizer who chaired the event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Irene Rizzini, president of CIESPI, welcomes participants 

 

 

A young mother talks about the difficulties of raising young children with 
disabilities 

 

  



Children present at the project photo exhibit 

 

 



 

Eliane, part of the CIESPI team, introduces the parents who contributed to One 
Photo, One Sentence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



During the four years, CIESPI trained young people to interact with, read to, and 

listen to young children. They attended the event to play with and read to the 

young children present 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Some of the community demands in its collective letter in defense of early 
childhood including an increase in the number of early childhood education 

center places 

 



Some of the participants at the end of evening 

 

And the CIESPI team present 

 



As part of the project, staff constructed a guide in Portuguese entitled 
Dialoguing with children: sensitive seeing and attentive listening. The team now 

hopes to prepare it for an international audience. 

 

 

 

 

 



This, the last of the series of bulletins about the project sums up the four 
community meetings and the final meeting 

 

 

Accessible at: 

https://en.ciespi.org.br/media/files/fc1d9cd8d2c4d811ecbe6e5141d3afd01c/fb61

5b770782611ee976d71393b4c16ff/sipp-project-bulletin-no-10-ciespi.pdf 

For more information please contact: ciespi@ciespi.org.br 

 
i  This project was developed with the support of the UK Global Challenges Research Fund of the United 
Kingdom. The international principal investigator is Professor Kay Tisdall at the Moray House School of 
Education and Sport at the University of Edinburgh. The project is coordinated in Brazil by Professor Irene 
Rizzini of the Department of Social Work at the Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro and director 
of the International Center for Research and Policy on Childhood at PUC-Rio. Photo essay created by 
Malcolm Bush and Carolina Terra. 


